DOCTRINE  OF  NECESSITY ACCORDING  TO  MARX
it is a prerequisite for attaining men's highest aims or
that it is far superior to capitalism . . . no, Marx explains
the necessity of socialism by the fact that it is an inevit-
able consequence of the tendencies inherent in capitalistic
society and its sole possible successor." * What is the
difference between being necessary and being inevitable ?
We are not much enlightened by being told that socialism
is necessary because it is inevitable. Those who pro-
nounce such sentences are the first victims of the de-
ception contained in them. This has been pointed out
before. The sole criterion of the necessity of an historical
event being that it has realised itself, Cunow in order
to express himself correctly, ought to have said : " Marx
and Engels prophesy the coming of socialism from the
tendencies inherent to capitalism and they believe that
it is an inevitable consequence of these tendencies ".
Like other prophecies, this one may come true or not.
It is a question which is beyond the sphere of history
and of science in general.
The same may be said of the question whether the
introduction of a socialist system would be desirable
and beneficial or not. This question is of a political
nature and is not the subject of our study. What is said
in it does not prove anything either for or against
socialism. We are exclusively concerned with the his-
torical theory of Marxism.
m From what has been said in this and in the previous
chapters, the following results emerge so far as this theory
is concerned:
In the first place, the productive forces do not play
the part in history that Marx and his followers ascribe
to them.
1 Cunow, of. cit. vol. ii. pp. 337-8.
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